











PAOC Q™ APDC

THE PENTECOSTAL LES ASSEMBLEES
ASSEMBLIES OF DE LA PENTECOTE
CANADA DU CANADA



)

Passages to Ponder:

Matthew 25:35
James 2:14-18
Deuteronomy 15:7
Galatians 6:2
Isaiah 61:1-2

Ask and it will be granted. . .

« That we will grow in character reflecting
both righteousness and justice

» That we will have increased sensitivity to
available opportunities to give and serve

« That God will raise up more ministries
serving into the needs of the poor and
oppressed

« That existing ministries will be
strengthened and equipped for greater
effectiveness

« That those in despair will find hope in

Christ as they experience practical help
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Key Everyday Thought:

Feed the hungry, and help those in
trouble. Then your light will shine out
from the darkness, and the darkness
around you will be as bright as noon.

(Isaiah 58:10, NLT)

od’s concern for the poor, the hungry, the
G marginalized and the oppressed emerges
consistently and prominently throughout the
Scriptures. He reveals both righteousness and
justice as intimately connected dimensions of
His character, and asks those who belong to
Him to develop character that equally
expresses these attributes as well. As we take
steps of faith to honour God’s desire, He helps
us, and the impact is multiplied. When we
take notice and share our resources with those
who are struggling to survive, not only is our
generosity a gift of hope to someone who
may be in despair, but God’s loving nature is
revealed and a pathway to Christ’s presence
and the truth of the gospel is opened. When
we interrupt oppressive practices through
advocacy or support for those most harmed,
we open the way for the kingdom of God to
advance here on earth, shaping earthly life to
more closely resemble what God intended it
to be. While not everyone who receives our
help may hear or accept Jesus' message, let's
pray that His glory is revealed in our efforts.
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Passages to Ponder:

2 Corinthians 12:10
Romans 8:35
Matthew 5:43-44
John 15:18-19
Psalm 31:15
Romans 8:17-22

Ask and it will be granted. ..

- That Christians worldwide will stand firm
and faithful to God’s Word

- That those suffering for their faith will
keep their eyes on Christ

- That God will deliver those who live in
fear of death

- That God will change the hearts of
persecutors to understand the gospel

« That Christ’s church will continue to grow
and prosper
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Key Everyday Thought:

God blesses those who are persecuted
for doing right, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is theirs.

(Matthew 510, NLT)

V\/ hen we put our faith in Christ, the Holy
Spirit gives us new hearts and begins to

change the way we think. Our sensitivity to
wrong-doing increases, and we are no longer
able to feel comfortable actively engaging in
thoughts, speech or activities that we come to
understand causes pain to the Holy Spirit or
diminishes His active communication to us.
Jesus warns us that we can expect rejection,
and even hatred, for putting our faith in Him
and living in alignment with His commands. In
some countries, believers can anticipate
punishment for turning away from accepted
patterns and practices in the society where
they live, especially those which explicitly
reject Christ’s claim to be the Son of God. This
month, let’s pray that God will strengthen
Christians living in countries where we can still
live out our faith freely, helping us to choose
obedience in spite of opposition, intimidation,
peer pressure or rejection. Let’s also pray for
God to deliver those who are suffering severely
for their faith, that God will help them to stand
firm in Christ, forgiving and praying for those ﬁ
who hurt them.

.
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Passages to Ponder:

Zechariah 9:9
John 3:16-17
John 1:14
Romans 6:23
Luke 2:1-20

Ask and it will be granted. ..

« That Christians would keep the true
meaning of Christmas in focus

» That God will open up opportunities to
share the Christmas story with others

« That God will reveal Himself to those who
are searching for Him

« That strained relationships will be
restored as family and friends celebrate
together

« That Christ will increase our faith and
courage to live for Him in the coming year
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Key Everyday Thought:

...the Lord himself will give you the sign.
Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will
give birth to a son and will call him
Immanuel (which means “God is with us”).
(Isaiah 7:14, NLT)

e often take for granted that everyone

V\/ around us has heard the real story
behind Christmas celebrations. Earthly
traditions—beautifully decorated Christmas
trees, the excitement of buying presents for
family and friends, spending time with some
of our favourite people, and preparing and
consuming tasty holiday food and drinks—
can all crowd out our focus on the birth of
Christ, the central purpose of the season.
Many Canadians, in fact, have never heard
the biblical account of God sending His Son in
the human form of a baby, born of Mary, a
virgin, to grow up and willingly offer His own
life on a cross as a sacrifice for the sins of the
entire world. In obedience to His Father, Jesus
took on the guilt of our sins, accepting its
punishment, death, so that each person who
puts their faith in Him could be forgiven and
declared to be in right standing with God. By
putting our faith in Christ for forgiveness, we
are each given the free gift of eternal life.
Let's constantly remember and share with
others the real reason we celebrate the
wonder of Christ’s birth.
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